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Students begin year in new schools
  Thousands of students across the Birmingham City
School System started classes Wednesday in new en-
vironments as six new schools opened and students
returned to Ramsay High School and Inglenook K-8
School, which had received renovations and additions.
  West End Academy, Jones Valley K-8 School, Bush
Hills Academy, Oliver Elementary School, Huiffman
Academy and Parker High School all opened their doors
as the 2011-2012 school year began.
  All eight projects are part of the capital improvement
plan approved by the Birmingham Board of Education in
2007. All were built using funds from the Jeffeson County
one-cent sales tax.

Jones Valley K-8 School has a science lab, above,

and  a gym that seats 300, below.

Superintendent Craig Witherspoon greets a class

at Huffman Academy, above.  Below, a classroom

and the media center at Oliver Elementary School

were ready for students.



Stories needed  for newsletter
  If you know of something good happening in the
Birmingham City Schools and you want to tell others
the news, write a few paragraphs for BCS News &
Notes and e-mail the information to Michaelle
Chapman, director of communications, at
mchapman@bhm.k12.al.us. Digital photos also are
needed. Ms. Chapman is editor of “BCS News &
Notes.”

Board schedules meetings
  The Birmingham Board of Education will have a work
session regarding the evaluation of Superintendent
Craig Witherspoon at 4 p.m. Monday, Aug. 15, in the
auditorium of the Administration Building, 2015 Park
Place.
  A special called meeting will immediately follow the work
session.
  The Policy Committee of the Birmingham Board of
Education will meet at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, in
the board room of the Administration Building.

“Ed” plans public meetings
  The Birmingham Education Foundation will intro-
duce the Campaign for Ed and its programs and
goals to the community in a series of informational
meetintgs being held this month.
  The Birmingham Education Foundation, also
known as Ed,  was born from the Yes We Can!
Birmingham community visioning process. It is
working with the leadership of the Birmingham City
Schools on improving educational outcomes for
students and families.
  The meetings -- in each of the original six sectors
of the Yes We Can! process -- are:

• 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 13, Haynes Build-
ing, Princeton Baptist Medical Center

• 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 15, Guiding Light
Church on John Rogers Drive

• 6 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, Carver High
School

• 10 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 17, Oliver El-
ementary School

• 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 17, Avondale Park
Library

• 5 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, Glen Iris Elemen-
tary School

• 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 22, Jackson-Olin High
School
  Foundation leaders are asking teachers, students,
parents and community leaders to attend the meet-
ings.
  For more information, contact Dr. Michael Froning
at mfroning@edbirmingham.org, call 914-2136 or
go to www.edbirmingham.org.

Carver teacher recognized
  Taritha Bracy, a teacher at Carver High School, has
been named the Alabama State Association for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance Health
Educator of the Year.
  Mrs. Bracy will receive her award at a luncheon at
the ASAHPERD fall conference in November.

Carver wins award for fourth year
  Carver High School has received the 2011 Outstand-
ing Sportsmanship Scholarship for District 5. The $1,000
scholarship was presented by al.com in recognition of
the school’s demonstration of exceptional sportsman-
ship.
  Carver was free from Alabama High School Athletic
Association sanctions or fines for the 2010-2011 school
year and also completed the the AHSAA STAR Sports-
manship program.
  This is the fourth consecutive year Carver has won the
award.

-- Submitted by La-Tanya Dunham


