
point for the celebration 

because it is the anniver-

sary of independence of 

five Latin American coun-

tries: Costa Rica, El Salva-

dor, Guatemala, Honduras, 

and Nicaragua.  In addition, 

Mexico, Chile, and Belize 

celebrate their independ-

ence days on September 

16, September 18, and 

September 21, respectively.   

     For the past seven years, 

Martha Gaskins Middle School 

has celebrated the presence of 

Hispanics in our school and 

community.  This year, our 

program will be held on Octo-

ber 14, 2011. 

     Hispanics are de-

fined as a diverse pop-

ulation of people with 

a connection to the 

Spanish language or 

culture from a Spanish

-speaking country.  

Hispanics come from 

various countries in 

the world, including 

Mexico, Puerto Rico, 

Cuba, and Central and South 

America.  Many Hispanics 

come to America for economic 

reasons, and some come to 

America to escape com-

munism.   

     National Hispanic Heritage 

Month is the period between 

September 15 and October 15 

in the United States when peo-

ple recognize the contributions 

of Hispanic and Latino Ameri-

cans.  This time period is used 

to celebrate this group’s herit-

age and culture.  September 15 

was chosen as the starting 

     In Ms. Washington’s read-

ing class, we have been study-

ing the book Bud, Not Buddy 

by Christopher Paul Curtis.  

It is a very interesting book.  

We’ve been reading it in class 

since last Friday.  I was so 

interested in the book that I 

had finished it by Monday.      

     Bud, Not Buddy is about a 

10-year-old boy, Bud, who 

lives in an orphanage during 

the Depression.  At the be-

ginning of the book, Bud goes 

to live with a mean family, the 

Amoses.  After they mistreat 

him, Bud goes on the lam in 

hopes of finding his father.  

When Bud and another or-

phan, Bugs, try to escape by 

catching a train to Chicago 

and “ride the rails,” Bud can’t 

keep up with the fast-moving 

locomotive and has to go 

back to Flint, Michigan.  

When he gets back, Bud must 

find another way to get out 

of Flint and meet up with his 

father once and for all. 

September is Hispanic Heritage Month  

By Alex Honorato & Carlos Mondragon 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Hispanic Heritage 

Month 

 

1 

 6th Graders Read 

Bud, Not Buddy 

1 

MGMS Talent 

Show 

1 

MGMS Girls’ Vol-

leyball Team 11-2 

2 

MGMS Girls’ 

Dance Team 

2 

$5,000 Donation 2 

  

6th Graders Read Bud, Not Buddy  
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Martha Gaskins Mission 

Statement 

The mission of Martha Gas-

kins Middle School is to pro-

vide a learning environment in 

which students are motivated 

both academically and social-

ly to become model citizens 

prepared to compete in a glob-

al community. 

Martha Gaskins Middle 

School Talent Show 

     Come one, come all!  On 

Friday, October 21st, Martha 

Gaskins Middle School will be 

putting on its first annual tal-

ent show!  The festivities will 

begin at 6:00 p.m. and will 

feature many wonderful dis-

plays of student talent.  Tick-

ets for this event are $5.00 

and can be purchased before-

hand or at the door.  Students 

and parents alike are encour-

aged to join the faculty and 

featured students for this ex-

citing event!   

Upcoming Events 

Hispanic 

Program 

Oct. 14 

Talent Show Oct. 21 

Fall Break Oct. 28 

Book Fair Dec. 2-9 

Alex Honorato and Carlos Mondragon 



 

Martha Gaskins Girls’ Volleyball Team Go 11-2 

      By Catherine Hawkins 
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     Our volleyball season 

went well.  We were un-

defeated for a long time.  

Our first couple of games 

were mostly blow-outs 

when it came to the 

score.  Some of our 

games were close, but we came togeth-

er by cheering on and encouraging 

each other.  Our best games were when 

we played teams that were challenging.  

This helped bring out our best playing 

abilities.  Even though our first defeat 

was hard, we knew we made it hard for 

them and gave them a challenge.  I hope 

that next season we go undefeated. 

ed will be used for various pur-

poses and programs.  Some of 

the areas the money will be 

used in will be general educa-

tion, student academic incen-

tives, student field trips, and 

materials and supplies needed 

by the school.  We at Martha 

Gaskins are thrilled and grateful 

to Representative Robinson’s 

     On September 15, at Martha 

Gaskins’ first PTA meeting, Ala-

bama State Representative Oli-

ver Robinson presented Dr. 

Sherene Carpenter with a 

$5,000.00 check.  Dr. Carpen-

ter eagerly shook Representa-

tive Robinson’s hand in thanks 

for his generous donation to 

our facility.  The money donat-

and the 

state of 

Alabama’s 

generosi-

ty.  Our 

students, 

faculty, 

and staff will certainly make 

good use of these funds.   

the school, and everyone knows us.  

The dance girls do plenty of dances 

such as slides, hip-hop, and dance girl 

moves.   

     Being a dance girl isn’t all about 

dance moves, however.  We must 

also keep at least a “C” average for 

our grades so that we can continue to  

be on the dance team.  It’s not always 

easy, but we all try to keep up our 

schoolwork. 

     Mrs. McLain is a wonderful spon-

sor.  We really appreciate all she has 

done.  Not only does she teach us 

dance routines, but she makes sure we 

look good and show our “Titan” spirit. 

 

 

 

      

             

        

     The experience of being a dance 

girl has been awesome because we are 

the sparkly and bright Titanettes of 

Here, Cathe-

rine Hawkins 

prepares to 

serve in a 

game against 

Whatley. 

Martha Gaskins Girls’ Dance Team 

                                   By Shirnia Dixon 

Martha Gaskins Receives $5,000 Donation 
Here, Dr. Car-

penter accepts a 

$5,000.00 check 

from Repre-

sentative Oliver 

Robinson.  

 


